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White-rumped Vulture (Ansar Kahn)

Alvaro’s Adventures is excited to be going to Southern India for the first time.
And yes, we are excited. This trip will be co-led by Alvaro and Indian birding and nature
expert Ansar Kahn. Southern India offers one of Asia’s most rewarding birding routes, it
is a journey through the lush forests, mist-clad hill elevations, and wildlife-rich national
parks of the Western Ghats. What are the Ghats you might ask? They are linear
mountain ranges in the Indian subcontinent, one in the east and one in the west. The
Western Ghats are also known as Sahyadri mountain range. As you would expect, these
mountains create a layer cake of different climate zones within this tropics of India, and
again as you would expect these isolated mountains have their own share of endemic
birds and wildlife. We will be visiting the Western Ghats on this tour, considered a
biodiversity hotspot.

Our South India tour links some of the region’s most iconic birding
destinations—from the royal heritage landscapes of Mysuru (Mysore), and onward into
some of India’s richest forest and mountain habitats. We begin in the teak and bamboo
forests of Nagarhole National Park and Mudumalai National Park, as we go along on the
trip we climb into the cool shola-grassland mosaic of Udhagamandalam (Ooty), before
descending into the tea-covered slopes of Valparai. The birding tour continues across
the rolling hills of Munnar, into the evergreen forests of Periyar National Park, and
culminates in the legendary birding hot spot of Thattekad Bird Sanctuary. This is where
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the “Bird Man of India” Dr. Salim Ali did some of his work, he suggested the area be set
aside as a bird sanctuary due to its diversity. Sometimes it is called the Salim Ali Bird
Sanctuary. He wrote the first book on the birds of India and was instrumental in the
increase of knowledge and conservation of birds in India.

This trip visits multiple biodiversity hotspots and elevations, producing an
exceptional diversity of species. We will be looking for iconic Western Ghats endemics
such as the Nilgiri Wood Pigeon, Nilgiri Flycatcher, White-bellied Sholakili, Wayanad
Laughingthrush, and Black-and-orange Flycatcher, alongside widespread forest jewels
like the Malabar Trogon, Malabar Grey Hornbill, and Great Hornbill. Basically, we will be
looking for any species with the words Malabar or Nilgiri in the name! Bird flocks
sometimes have Indian Pitta, Rufous Babbler, and Orange Minivet, while raptors such as
Crested Serpent Eagle, Black Eagle, and Changeable Hawk-Eagle patrol the canopy
above. Wetlands and riverine edges may yield kingfishers, herons, and the striking
White-throated Kingfisher, while night birding in quieter forest tracts can reveal
Jerdon’s Nightjar or the elusive Sri Lanka Frogmouth. In more open habitats and park
edges, sightings of Indian Peafowl, drongos, bee-eaters, and woodpeckers add constant
variety. From lowland rainforest to montane shola (stunted highland evergreen forest),
this itinerary offers an immersive exploration of one of the world’s most important bird
regions—where every day brings new endemics, unforgettable encounters, and the
layered soundscape of the Western Ghats at its most alive.

Some of the places we will visit:

Lowland Rainforest Specialties — Thattekad Bird Sanctuary.

At Thattekad Bird Sanctuary, one of India’s premier birding sites, the focus shifts
to Western Ghats endemics and rainforest specialists. Highlights include the Sri Lanka
Frogmouth, Malabar Grey Hornbill, White-bellied Treepie, Rufous Babbler, Crimson-
backed Sunbird, and the elusive Wayanad Laughingthrush.

Periyar Highlands — Lake & Forest Edge Birding

In Periyar National Park, birding around the lake and surrounding evergreen
forest produces excellent mixed-species flocks. Key birds include Great Hornbill,
Malabar Pied Hornbill, Blue-winged Parakeet, Crested Serpent Eagle, Heart-spotted
Woodpecker, and a variety of waterbirds and raptors.

Montane Evergreen Forests — Munnar
The high-altitude landscapes of Munnar are known for shola forest endemics and
open grassland species. We will be looking for Nilgiri Pipit, Black-and-orange Flycatcher,
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White-bellied Blue Robin, Nilgiri Wood Pigeon, Kerala Laughingthrush, and raptors such
as Black Eagle.

Coffee Estate Birding — Valparai

Valparai offers a unique mosaic of rainforest fragments and plantations.
Signature species include Lion-tailed Macaque (an endemic primate), Malabar Trogon,
Great Hornbill, Brown-backed Needletail, perhaps Jerdon’s Nightjar, and mixed species
flocks that make for fun birding.

High-Elevation Grasslands — Ooty

In Ooty, birding transitions into cooler montane habitats. Notable species include
Nilgiri Flycatcher, Nilgiri Thrush, Grey-headed Bulbul, Black-and-rufous Flycatcher, as
well as overwintering northern warblers.

Dry Deciduous & Moist Forest Edge — Mudumalai

Mudumalai National Park provides excellent elephant corridor forests (mosaic
habitat created by the influence of elephants) and edge habitats. Key sightings often
include Red Spurfowl, Gray Jungle Fowl, Indian Pitta, Crested Hawk-Eagle, Mottled
Wood Owl, and abundant drongos and bee-eaters.

Prime Tiger Reserve Birding — Nagarhole

Nagarhole National Park offers some of the best forest birding in southern India.
We will be hoping to find Malabar Trogon, White-bellied Woodpecker, Malabar
Whistling Thrush, Crested Treeswift, Grey Junglefowl, and large mixed bird flocks in the
canopy.
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Indian Blue Robin (Ansar Kahn)

Itinerary

Jan 7, 2027 - Arrival in Bengaluru (Bangalore). On arrival you will be met at the
airport and transferred to hotel. The capital city of the southern Indian state of
Karnataka, Bengaluru, or Bangalore as it was earlier called is one of India’s most
vibrant and modern cities. Spearheading in India all things ‘21st century’,
Bengaluru is abuzz with energy, all about enthusiasm and really quite a modern
and happening city. Often noted as the Silicon Valley of India. Night in Bengaluru.
Jan 8, 2027 — Bengaluru to Mysore . After breakfast we drive to Mysore which is
150 km away. The history of Mysore begins in the legends surrounding its name.
‘Mahishuru’ was the domain of the wicked demon, Mahishasara. He was killed
by Goddess Chamundeswari, whose temple is located on top of the nearby
Chamundi Hills. Mahishuru later evolved into Mysuru or Mysore.

From Bangalore, we head southwards to Ranganathittu. Our early bird
greetings are from the Indian Roller and the Black Drongo perched along the
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wires of the roads we travel along. En Route, our first stop is in the little town of
Kokkare Bellur. The place is good for sightings of Painted Storks and Spot-billed
Pelicans. After that, we can venture further around the scrub and woodland to
search for the likes of Jerdon's Leaf bird, Blue-faced Malkoha, Blue-tailed Bee-
Eater, Blyth's Reed Warbler, Red-naped Ibis and the Purple-rumped Sunbird. We
will continue our journey towards Ranganathittu, where we take a boat ride on
the Cauvery River. On this cruise, you are transported to a different world with
wonderful, winged creatures. The riverine reed beds cover the banks of the
islands. Over here, we can spot the Great Cormorants and Black-Headed Ibis
roosting at the top of trees. This place is teeming with aquatic birds like river
terns, Asian Openbill and Red-wattled Lapwings. Through the cruise you may see
scaled Mugger Crocodiles, basking along the riverbanks. This is the largest
freshwater crocodile in all of India. We may also find Lesser Whistling Ducks,
Indian Shag, Stork Billed Kingfisher, Egret, Cormorant, Oriental Darter, and
Herons. The Great Thick-knee and River Terns also nest here. The region is also
home to massive flocks of Streak-throated Swallows and around a good number
of Spot-billed Pelicans. After this delightful sojourn, we rest at a lovely hotel in
the city of Palaces.

Jan 9, 2027 — Mysore to Nagarhole National Park (Kabini). We will make our
way to Nagarhole National Park (90 Km away) with regular stops along the way
for such species as: Cotton Pygmy-Goose, Red-naped and Black-headed ibis. The
excitement as we enter this periphery of this huge forest is palpable, Spotted
Deer skip across the road, great piles of steaming dung can only belong to one
owner and perhaps as on a previous tour we will be ‘held up’ by our first Asian
Elephants. They let us and the world know who is boss. Nagarhole National Park
is one of the finest remaining habitats of the Asiatic Elephant. It is situated in the
Deccan Plateau and forms an integral part of the Nilgiri biosphere reserve. Once
an exclusive hunting preserve of the Maharajas of Mysore, Nagarhole today is
beacon of conservation as it is the hub of two of India’s most reputed
conservation projects — Project Elephant and Project Tiger. The river after which
the park is named (Nagara Hole in the local tongue means Serpent River),
meanders through lush green wilderness and finally meets the Kabini, the largest
river draining the forest. A dam built on it has created a splendid lake to the
south of the park, which forms a boundary with Bandipur Tiger Reserve. During
the summer month one can witness one of the largest congregations of Asian
Elephants here. Large predators here are the Tiger, Leopard and Indian Wild Dog.
The abundant prey base includes Gaur, Chital, Sambar, Indian Muntjac and Wild
Boar. Other species worth mentioning are Sloth Bear, Giant Squirrel and the
Smooth India Otter, while Marsh Crocodile abound in the reservoir. Primates
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commonly seen here are the Bonnet Macaque Southern Plain Langur.
Nagarhole’s rich birdlife includes endemics like the Malabar Parakeet, White-
cheeked Barbets, Malabar Pied Hornbill and the Malabar Lark. Other notable
species are the Grey Junglefowl, Red Spurfowl, White Bellied, Heart Spotted,
Yellow-crowned and Rufous woodpeckers, Scarlet Minivet, Great Hornbill, Vernal
Hanging Parrot, Indian and Velvet Fronted Nuthatch, Jungle Mynas, Chestnut
Headed and Blue-tailed Bee-eater, White-rumped Needletail and Indian Swiftlet
to name a few. Upon our arrival we will check in to the Kabini River Lodge. In the
evening we shall take a coracle ride on the river and with luck we may find some
great birds and see a large congregation of wild elephants bathing. Dinner and
overnight at the Kabini River Lodge.

5. Jan 10 - 11, 2027 - Exploring Nagarhole. We will have two days here. We
may enjoy early morning jeep safaris into the jungle with one of the excellent
resident naturalists or a ride on the river Kabini in a motorboat or a coracle (a
native boat shaped like a round, flat basket) will provide ample opportunity for
bird and wildlife sightings. Tree stumps protruding from the water provide
surrealistic perches for the many exotic birds. You can see the Osprey, Crested
Serpent Eagle, Brown-headed Fish Eagle, Golden-backed woodpecker, storks and
Indian Peafowl among almost 250 species of birds known from the park. Dinner
and overnight at Kabini River Lodge.

Day 6. Jan 12, 2027 - Nagarhole National Park to Mudumalai National Park. After

Day 7.

breakfast we will drive the 85 km to Mudumalai National Park. The Mudumalai
National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary also a declared tiger reserve, lies on the
northwestern side of the Nilgiri Hills (BlueMountains), in Nilgiri District, about
150 kilometres north-west of Coimbatore city in Tamil Nadu. It shares its
boundaries with the states of Karnataka and Kerala. The sanctuary is divided into
five ranges — Masinagudi, Thepakadu, Mudumalai, Kargudi and Nellakota. The
protected area is home to several endangered and vulnerable species including
Indian Elephant, Bengal Tiger, Gaur and Indian Leopard. There are at least 266
species of birds in the sanctuary, including critically endangered Indian White-
rumped Vulture and Long-billed Vulture. This is one of the largest areas of
protected forests in India. The scrubland nearby supports small numbers of
Yellow-wattled Lapwing, White-naped Woodpecker, and the native Malabar
Lark, and, if the weather is conducive, then we can even look upward in search
for Red-headed and Indian Vultures soaring the hot thermals. Afternoon jeep
safari into the park with naturalist. Dinner and overnight at the Jungle Hut
Resort.

Jan 13, 2027 - Explore Mudumalai National Park. Morning coffee or tea will be
served at 06:15 hrs. We then go on a morning jeep safari with a local
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naturalist. Return to resort for breakfast at 10.00 am after the safari. We
have a nice lunch at the resort and in the afternoon we again set off for

another wildlife safari by jeep. Dinner and overnight at the Jungle Hut Resort.

Days 8. Jan 14, 2027 — Mudumalai National Park to Ooty. After breakfast we will drive
50 km to Ooty, enjoying the stunning panoramic view of the Cardamom hills &
green carpets of tea plantations enroute. Ooty is a popular hill resort town in
South India. Situated in the heart of Nilgiris, at a height of 2,287m (7500 ft), it
lies on a Plateau and looks like a vast park. To the northwest of Ooty are splendid
downs resembling those of Sussex, England while to the west, south and
southwest, lofty hills add to the grandeur of the scenery. We will check in on
arrival in Ooty. In the afternoon, we will explore and enjoy the enchanting
natural beauty of Ooty, which never fails to fascinate her visitors. We will visit
the sprawling tea plantations and velvety meadows of Ooty and get enchanted
by its charm. We will visit the Botanical Gardens, which were established in
1848, it has over 1,000 varieties of plants, shrubs and trees including orchids,
ferns, alpine species and medicinal plants. The Gardens is also made-up beautiful
lawns, glasshouses and a 20million -year-old fossil tree trunk by the small lake.
Of course the birding is great at the botanical gardens.

Days 9. Jan 15, 2027 — Ooty to Valparai. After breakfast we will drive 240 km to
Valparai. The town of Valparai is located adjacent to the Anamalai Tiger Reserve.
This Sanctuary is situated at an altitude of 1,400 meters in the Western Ghats
near Pollachi (about 90 Kms. from Coimbatore). The area of the sanctuary is 958
sg. km, it is huge. It has various kinds of mammals and birds like Racket-tailed
Drongo, Red-whiskered Bulbul, Black-headed Oriole, treepies, Spotted Dove,
Green Pigeons and more. There are many places of scenic beauty such as
Viewpoints, Rivers, Waterfalls, forests, estates, dams, and reservoirs. It is a
superb sanctuary. We will overnight at the Stanmore Garden Bungalow Resort.

Days 10. Jan 16, 2027 - Valparai to Munnar. This morning, you will spend several hours
in the best areas of forest to look for the rare Lion-tailed Macaques and other
rare species. In the afternoon, we continue the drive to Munnar (160 km), a
beautiful hill station in Kerala which used to be the summer resort of the British
in South India. The tea plantations, winding lanes and natural green with rice
paddy and coconut trees make Munnar a very beautiful place. An assortment of
wildlife such as the Nilgiri Thar, Nilgiri Langur, the Lion-tailed Macaque are found
in the rich tropical forests. Neelakurinji, the unique plant that blooms only once
in 12 years, paints the entire Munnar hillside blue. In the late afternoon we are
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free to explore the area on foot or go for nature walk in the tea gardens. Dinner
and overnight at hotel Windermere Estate.

Day 11. Jan 17, 2027 - Explore Munnar. Munnar and especially the Erivakulam Plateau
present a spectacular landscape and despite that much of the forest has been
cleared to make way for tea plantations, small patches of sub-tropical,
biologically rich ‘shola’ forest still remain in a few of the intervening gullies. We
still focus our efforts on the area around Rajamalai within Eravikulam National
Park. Here in the Sholas (immediately recognized at these high altitudes by their
beautiful flowering rhododendrons) we will search for a number of south India
endemics including Grey-breasted Laughingthrush, Niligiri Blue Flycatcher, Nilgiri
Pipit and the very uncommon and nomadic Nilgiri Woodpigeon. Other special
birds we may find include: Bonnelli’s and Black eagles, Dusky Crag Martin, Pacific
Swallow, Black Bulbul, Tickell’s Leaf-Warbler, Oriental White-eye and Common
Rosefinch. This area supports roughly half the total world population of the
endangered Nilgiri Tahr (a very localized Goat-like antelope) in addition to a
number of other interesting mammals such as Nilgiri Langur and the endemic
Malabar Squirrel. As a result of the long-term protection afforded to this area
our chances of seeing the Tahr and some of these other mammals is good.
Dinner and overnight at hotel Windermere Estate.

Day 12. Jan 18, 2027 — Munnar to Periyar National Park. After breakfast we drive 85 km
to Periyar National Park. Periyar National Park is a gorgeously picturesque
sanctuary. Formed with the building of a dam in 1895, this reservoir meanders
around the contours of the wooded hills, providing a permanent source of water
for the local wildlife. One can see the Indian elephants bathing in Periyar Lake.
Apart from elephants, the other animals to be seen in the Periyar sanctuary are
Gaur, Wild Pigs, Sambar, Barking Deer, Mouse Deer, Dole or Indian Wild Dog and
very rarely, a Tiger. There are now an estimated 40 tigers here. Four species or
primates are found at Periyar — the rare lion-tailed macaque, the Nilgiri Langur,
Common Langur and Bonnet Macaque. Periyar also happens to be the habitat of
the elusive Nilgiri Tahr, which is rarely to be seen. The birdlife comprises of
Darters, Cormorants, Kingfishers, the great Malabar Hornbill and racket-tailed
Drongos. The reptilian population boasts of Monitor Lizards that can be spotted
basking in the sun, on the rocks along the lakeshore. Later an afternoon visit to a
neighboring spice plantation where an experienced naturalist will guide you
through scores of different spice plants and illustrate their medicinal and
gastronomical properties. Dinner and overnight at Spice Village.
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Day 13. Jan 19, 2027 — Periyar National Park. Start the day with a drive up to Lake
Pariyar and embark on a lake cruise on the spectacular lake. Periyar is a man-
made lake that was created by the building of a dam in 1895. The scenery is both
gorgeous and surreal, as ancient tree stumps still protrude from the waters of
the 26sq km lake. Although Lake Periyar is officially a Tiger Reserve, chances of
you seeing a big cat here are almost non-existent. What is very common is to see
elephant herds as they have come to lake to drink, or as they traverse the
terraced hills surrounding the Lake. Wild boars are also a common sight. This
afternoon we may include a special unique experience where we learn a bit
about Indian cooking, and how to use Indian spices. Birds, mammals and culture
today!

Day 14. Jan 20, 2027 — Periyar National Park to Thattekad Bird Sanctuary. After
breakfast we will drive 110 km to the Thattekad Bird Sanctuary, with may en
route birding stops. Thattekkad is home to most of the endemic birds of the
Western Ghats and boasts a good mammal list, too. You should, however, see
White-bellied Treepie, Rufous Babbler, Crimson-backed Sunbird, White-bellied
Blue Flycatcher, Wynaad Laughingthrush, Malabar Parakeet, Malabar Grey
Hornbill and owls which could include Mottled Wood Owl, Oriental Bay Owl,
Oriental Scops Owl, Brown Fish Owl and Spot-bellied Eagle Owl if you are lucky.
Sri Lanka Frogmouth, Red Spurfowl, Grey Junglefowl, Indian Pitta, Black-throated
Munia and Grey-headed Fish Eagle are all likely. Areas to visit include
Palamattam near Thattekkad, extending to Edamalayar and Urulanthanni which
form part of the lowland forest areas around Thattekkad. Time permitting
birding nearby the hotel. Dinner and overnight at Soma Birds Lagoon Lodge.

Day 15. Jan 21, 2027 - Thattekad Bird Sanctuary. We will enjoy full-day’s guided
trekking in the Dr. Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary looking for the prime birding
attractions of the area. This effort offers a high chance of producing the sight of
a frogmouth. We will also spend time near the lodge and surrounding areas,
where birds and opportunities are aplenty. Later in the evening we go in search
of owls and nightjars. Dinner and overnight at Soma Birds Lagoon Lodge.

Day 16. Jan 22, 2027 - Thattekad — Cochin airport and departure. We will have a
leisurely transfer to Cochin airport (50 km) for the flight home, or to continue to
Sri Lanka.
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About the Physical Requirements & Pace

This is a tour with the objectives of seeing the special birds of southern India, as
well as to enjoy its food, and wildlife with a great hope of seeing tiger along the way.
The tour is structured in a relaxed to moderate pace, there is not much walking on this
tour given that a moderate proportion of it we are in reserves where tigers are found.
Nevertheless, we expect to be out in the field early, sometimes with a post lunch break,
and then more field time in the afternoon. Where we can bird outside of the vehicles,
we will be walking much of the day, but given that we walk at a birder’s pace, this may
mean walking for a maximum of 2-3 miles in a day. Still, being on one’s feet for much of
the day is exhilarating for some, taxing for others. Some folks may want to take a stool
to sit down while we wait for a bird or critter to come out of the bushes.

In any park where tigers are present, we cannot bird on foot. Transportation varies
from open safari type trucks to smaller open jeeps. We will not be able to have our
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entire group in one vehicle, but there will be a gwde with you to point out birds and
wildlife no matter which vehicle you are in. Transportation will vary widely on this tour,
but when we move from one site to another we will be in an air-conditioned tourist bus.
Note that buses in India do not have any heat, so if it is a cold winter it can be cool in the
bus. Getting in and out of the jeeps involves climbing into the car using a couple of steps
on the side of the vehicle. Both of these vehicles are open air, we have usually been able
to use blankets given to us by the hotels, but if it is a cold winter these can be quite
chilly rides especially in the morning. Note that if it has been dry, these can be very
dusty drives and you may want to take a face mask to keep the dust down.

Note that southern India in winter is not always hot, although it will be hotter than
on northern India winter tours. It is always good to have layers handy in case a cold
front has gone by, or if it warms up by mid-morning and you need to take a layer off.
The accommodations are comfortable, and we will be trying a lot of the local cuisine,
which always includes vegetarian dishes. Meals are offered buffet style, with ample
choices of Indian food. We will be staying in well-appointed, comfortable lodging, of a
higher level than the average when that is available.

Your Guides

Alvaro Jaramillo was born in Chile but began birding in Toronto, where he lived as a
youth. He was trained in ecology and evolution with a particular interest in bird
behavior. Research forays and backpacking trips introduced Alvaro to the riches of the
Neotropics, where he has traveled
extensively. He is the author of the Birds of
Chile, an authoritative yet portable field
guide to Chile’s birds. In 2016 he published
the ABA Field Guide to the birds of
California. Alvaro writes the Identify Yourself
column in Bird Watcher’s Digest. Alvaro
recently wrote a large part of the sparrow
chapter for the Handbook of Birds of the
World and is writing a photo guide to the
birds and wildlife of Patagonia. He was
recently granted the Eisenmann Medal by
the Linnaean Souety of New York, it is awarded occasionally for excellence in
ornithology and encouragement of the amateur. Alvaro lives with his family in Half
Moon Bay, California.

Ansar Khan — Ansar grew up in Keoladeo National Park , a known paradise for
ornithologists and photographers that inspired his interest in Nature and birds. He is
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keen observer and has a meaningful knowledge of the varied bird life in India. Ansar has
travelled the length and breadth of India as a Naturalist and bird guide. He owes his
interest and his expertise on the subject to the guidance of his father who was in the
Forest Department. The knowledge and experience he has gained has been since
childhood. Ansar is considered to be amongst the best birders in India and consults and
guides for many international tour groups and companies. He is also active with Life Line
for Nature Society, a Bharatpur-based nonprofit working towards the welfare and
conservation and wildlife and nature.

Financial Information

FEE: $7700 from Bengaluru (Bangalore).
DEPOSIT: $1000 per person

FINAL PAYMENT DUE: Sep. 9, 2026
SINGLE SUPPLEMENT (Optional): $1550
LIMIT: 12. Minimum 6.

Additional Information

DOCUMENTS: A current passport valid six months beyond the date of your return is
necessary for US and Canadian citizens to enter India. Two blank pages are necessary for
entry to India. All visitors to India require a tourist visa, this can be an eVisa which you
can apply to online. Canadian citizens in the police or armed forces need a paper visa
and cannot use the eVisa. Link here: https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/evisa/tvoa.html

If you are not a US citizen, please check with the Indian consulate nearest you for entry
requirements.

AIR ARRANGEMENTS: Please plan to arrive in Bengaluru (Bangalore) by Jan 7, 2027.
Flights back home at the end of the tour can be booked out of Cochin airport at night on
Jan 22, 2027 or later. If you require extra nights at the hotels we will use near these
airports, we can arrange this for you. Be sure to check with Alvaro’s Adventures to
confirm that the flights you have chosen will work with our itinerary and to confirm that
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the tour is sufficiently subscribed to operate. Once purchased, most airline tickets are
non-refundable and carry a penalty to change. We are not responsible for these fees.

TOUR INCLUSIONS/EXCLUSIONS: The tour fee is $7700 for one person in double
occupancy from Bengaluru. It includes all lodging from Day 1 through Day 15. All meals
from Dinner in Bengaluru on Day 1 through lunch on Day 16 are included. Otherwise
also included are all ground transportation, entrance fees, tips for baggage handling and
meal service, and the guide services of the tour leaders. Alcoholic beverages and items
of a personal nature are not included. The above fees do not include your airfare to and
from India, airport taxes, visa fees, optional tips to local drivers, phone calls, laundry, or
other items of a personal nature.

The single supplement for the tour is $1550. If you do not have a roommate but
wish to share, we will try to pair you with a roommate from the tour; but if none is
available, you will be billed for the single supplement. Our tour fees are based on
double occupancy; one-half the cost of a double room is priced into the tour fee.

TOUR REGISTRATION: To register for this tour, complete the enclosed
Registration/Release and Indemnity form and return it with a deposit of $1000 per
person. If registering by phone, a deposit and the Release and Indemnity form must be
received within fourteen days, or the space will be released. Full payment of the tour
fee is due 120 days prior to departure, or by Sep 9, 2023. We will bill you for the final
payment at either 120 days or when the tour has reached sufficient subscription to
operate, whichever date comes later. Since the cost of your trip insurance and airline
tickets is generally non-refundable, please do not finalize these purchases until you have
received final billing for the tour or have been advised that the tour is sufficiently
subscribed to operate by Alvaro’s Adventures.

CANCELLATION POLICY: Refund of deposit and payment, less $100 handling fee, will be
made if cancellation is received up to 120 days before departure. If cancellation occurs
between 119 and 70 days before the departure date, 50% of the tour fee is refundable.
Thereafter, all deposits and payments are not refundable.

This policy only applies to payments made to Alvaro’s Adventures for tour (and
any services included in those fees). Airline tickets not included in the tour fee and
purchased separately often carry penalties for cancellation or change, or are sometimes
totally non-refundable. Additionally, if you take out trip insurance the cost of the
insurance is not refundable so it is best to purchase the policy just prior to making full
payment for the tour or at the time you purchase airline tickets, depending upon the
airlines restrictions.

The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to departure, in which case full
refund will constitute full settlement to the passenger. The right is reserved to
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substitute another guide for the original one. Where this is necessary, notification will
be given to tour members, and they will have the right to cancel their participation and
receive a full refund.

Alvaro’s Adventures is a Registered Seller of Travel in the State of California (CST
# 2105497). Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of
California. This ensures your right to a prompt refund: Upon cancellation of the
transportation or travel services, where the passenger is not at fault and has not
canceled in violation of any terms and conditions previously clearly and conspicuously
disclosed and agreed to by the passenger, all sums paid to the seller of travel for
services not provided will be promptly paid to the passenger, unless the passenger
advises the seller of travel in writing, after cancellation. This provision does not apply
where the seller of travel has remitted the payment to another registered wholesale
seller of travel or a carrier, without obtaining a refund, and where the wholesaler or
provider defaults in providing the agreed-upon transportation or service. In this
situation, the seller of travel must provide the passenger with a written statement
accompanied by bank records establishing the disbursement of the payment, and if
disbursed to a wholesale seller of travel, proof of current registration of that wholesaler.

TRIP CANCELLATION & MEDICAL EMERGENCY INSURANCE: We strongly recommend
you consider purchasing trip cancellation (including medical emergency) insurance to
cover your investment in case of injury or illness to you or your family prior to or during
a trip. Because we must remit early (and substantial) tour deposits to our suppliers, we
cannot offer any refund when cancellation occurs within 70 days of departure, and only
a partial refund from 70 to 119 days prior to departure (see CANCELLATION POLICY). In
addition, the Department of State strongly urges Americans to consult with their
medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm whether their policy
applies overseas and if it will cover emergency expenses such as a medical evacuation.
US medical insurance plans seldom cover health costs incurred outside the United
States unless supplemental coverage is purchased. Furthermore, US Medicare and
Medicaid programs do not provide payment for medical services outside the United
States.

When making a decision regarding health insurance, Americans should consider
that many foreign doctors and hospitals require payment in cash prior to providing
service and that a medical evacuation to the United States may cost well in excess of
$50,000. Uninsured travelers who require medical care overseas often face extreme
difficulties. When consulting with your insurer prior to your trip, please ascertain
whether payment will be made to the overseas healthcare provider or whether you will
be reimbursed later for expenses that you incur.
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RESPONSIBILITY: For and in consideration of the opportunity to participate in the tour,
each tour participant and each parent or legal guardian of a tour participant who is
under 18 agrees to release, indemnify, and hold harmless Alvaro’s Adventures, its
agents, servants, employees, shareholders, officers, directors, attorneys, and
contractors as more fully set forth in the Release and Indemnity Agreement on the
reverse side of the registration form. Alvaro’s Adventures acts only as an agent for the
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad, motorcar, motorcoach, boat,
airplane, or other means, and assumes no liability for injury, damage, loss, accident,
delay, or irregularity caused by defect in such vehicles or for any reason whatsoever,
including the acts, defaults, or bankruptcies of any company or person engaged in
conveying the passenger or in carrying out the arrangements of the tour. Alvaro’s
Adventures accepts no responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay or
changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, or other
causes. The tour participant shall bear all such losses and expenses. Alvaro’s
Adventures reserves the right to substitute hotels of similar category for those indicated
and to make any changes in the itinerary where deemed necessary or caused by
changes in air schedules. Alvaro’s Adventures reserves the right to decline to accept or
to retain any person as a member of any tour. Baggage is at owner’s risk entirely.

Participants should be in good health and should consult a physician before
undertaking a tour. If you have questions about the physical requirements of a tour,
please contact our office for further information. Participants should prepare for the
tour by reading the detailed itinerary, and other pertinent matter provided by Alvaro’s
Adventures. Each participant is responsible for bringing appropriate clothing and
equipment as recommended in our bulletins.

THE RECEIPT OF YOUR TOUR DEPOSIT SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE CONSENT TO
THE ABOVE CONDITIONS. EACH TOUR PARTICIPANT AND EACH PARENT OR LEGAL
GUARDIAN OF A TOUR PARTICIPANT WHO IS UNDER 18 SHALL SIGN AND DELIVER THE
RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION.
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